Lesson Plan

Performance: Laura Ingalls Wilder: Growing Up on the Prairie
Grade Level: 4th Grade


Subject: Language Arts/Music
Materials: Grand Kids pre-performance DVD, reproducible pages from the website, pencils
English/Language Arts 
ELA 4R1b. Identifies and analyzes the elements of plot, character and setting in stories read, written, viewed or performed.
ELA4R1 The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational texts. 
For literary texts, the student identifies the characteristics of various genres and produces evidence of reading that: 

a. Relates theme in works of fiction to personal experience.
Music—D. Cultural and Historical Context 
M4GM.8. Describe the relationship between music and the other arts. 
Objective: Students will write a personal reflection based on a theme from the play.
Focus/Review: Students will discuss life on a prairie and obstacles pioneers encountered.  Students will view the GrandKids DVD.

Teacher Input: The teacher will lead the class in a discussion of Laura Ingalls Wilder: Growing Up on the Prairie, a musical play based on the childhood memories of American author Laura Ingalls Wilder.  Students will discuss the pioneering spirit--the feeling of adventure and curiosity that drives the Ingalls family westward, searching for a place to live. Laura Ingalls Wilder: Growing up on the prairie follows the Ingalls family–Pa, Ma, Mary, and Laura–as they travel in a covered wagon through America’s frontier land in the 1870’s and 1880’s.As they travel, the Ingalls family builds new homes, battles swarms of grasshoppers, fights illness, and welcomes a new baby. As Laura grows up, she compares herself to her smart older sister, Mary. Laura loves to fish and catch gophers, but compared to Mary, does not feel that she is as skilled at reading or writing. She seeks to discover what she can do well. Through her pioneering spirit, Laura overcomes obstacles with her family and learns that she, too, has special talents. 

Guided Practice: The students will complete Reproducible Page 3 (found at http://www.artspower.org/shows/laura-ingalls-wilder/assets/LIW-study-buddy.pdf) to become familiar with the play’s geography.
Independent Practice: Students will view the Grand Kids performance Laura Ingalls Wilder: Growing Up on the Prairie.  After viewing the performance, students will read Reproducible Page 4 to learn more about Laura Ingalls Wilder.
Closure: Students will complete Reproducible Page 5 by organizing their thoughts about what they do well.
Resource: http://www.artspower.org/shows/laura-ingalls-wilder/
Written by Marti Parker and Polly Roe, Bibb County Schools
